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Éli and his father, of Lebanese origin, have recently ar-
rived in Canada. One night, Éli fi nds his father with rain-
drops on his cheeks. He has lost his job. However, the 
hardship is only temporary. Father and son spend more 
ti me together, the father develops his talent for illustra-
ti on, and love peeks around the corner. The country the 
Labakis left  remains in their thoughts and is sti ll part of 
their identi ty, but Éli and his father like living here more 
and more.

• To discuss adaptati on, languages, and customs.

• For the inspiring story of the strong relati onship 
between a father and his son.

• To indicate the importance of employment in 
immigrant families’ lives.

• To see the evoluti on of familial relati onships with 
culture and habits.
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Éli Labaki 
et les goutt es de pluie
Writt en by Diya Lim
Illustrated by Jean-Luc Trudel
French language book (world rights available)
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Features

Synopsis

Jean-Luc Trudel, from Québec, began 
illustrati ng aft er many detours: stained 
glass arti st, printer, graphic designer... He 
has drawn magnifi cent illustrati ons for 
Bouton d’or Acadie, including the books 
Le pit à papa (2015), Mémére Soleil, 

Nannie Lune (2016), Meet Me at Green Gables (2017), and Un 
bisou coquelicot (2022). Tommy Tempête (2021), his most recent 
creati on, writt en by Audrey Long, is the winner of the 2023 
Champlain Award (youth category).

Born on Mauriti us Island, Diya Lim com-
pleted university in France and has lived 
in Canada since 2000. It is with plea-
sure that she lives and works in French 
in Ontario, where she collaborates with 
publishing companies and cultural orga-

nizati ons in order to inspire a love of reading and writi ng in 
children all over the country. Diya Lim has writt en around 
twenty books for children. She is the winner of the 2019 Tril-
lium Award for children’s books and the 2011 Henriett e-Ma-
jor Literary Award.

Raindrops are in� ltrating the lives of immigrants 
Éli Labaki and his father, but the sun will come 

back out.


